
7.3.1 Portray the performance of the Institution in one area distinctive to its priority and 

thrust within 500 words 

The Institution is named after Late Dr. Vithalrao Vikhe Patil, who is the founder of the co-

operative movement in Indian sugar industry. Known for this pioneering effort, he raised the bar of 

social and economic status of the farmers in Western Maharashtra. 

Social Responsibility 

Dr. Vithalrao Vikhe Patil and his members were very active socially and were the pioneers of 

social reformation in this area. This legacy of social concern was carried forward by his son Late 

Balasaheb Vikhe Patil. His vision to provide all kinds of medical services at affordable rates to the 

poor people, especially the farmers of the Ahmednagar district (geographically largest district in 

Maharashtra State) led to the establishment of this Institution. This social concern and social 

responsibility towards the community is the distinctive feature of the Institution.  

Community Problems and Health Cover 

One of the major issues that the State of Maharashtra is facing is the increasing rate of suicides 

among farmers. Being a draught affected district, there is significant number of cases of farmers’ 

suicide in the Ahmednagar district. Farmers commit suicide because of varied reasons and the 

various Government schemes have not yielded any positive results. Committing suicide is obviously 

not the solution for any problem; in case of farmers, it creates more problems for the family members 

they left behind. There is hardly any support these families receive after they have lost the earning 

member. Hence, the Institution has taken steps to take care of such families as a part of social 

responsibility. 

 To start with, the Institution adopted 21 such families in the year 2018, which increased to 

283 families by 2020 The Institution is involved in holistic care of these families.  

Hospital Treatment 

Being a medical institute, firstly, all types of medical facilities are made available to all the 

family members of farmers who committed suicide. A health identity card is prepared and given to 

the families. By showing this card at the Institutional hospital, they can avail all the diagnostic and 

therapeutic medical facilities free of cost.  

Solving psychiatric problems 

 Farmers suicide is the result of impending psychiatric problems and depression, our institute 

is helpful in providing the counselling and psychiatric support to all such farmers. 

Education of Children and economic support 

Apart from providing medical facilities, the Institution also provides physical, social, 

psychological and economic support to the families also we help in education of their children. 

Losing a family member under such circumstances is definitely a psychological trauma, hence the 

Institution with the help of Psychiatry department arranges for the psychological counselling sessions 



of the family so that they can cope up with this situation. The Institution supports the education of 

the children in the family in the form of school fees, books and other necessary stationaries. We also 

try to get the employment for the eligible ones in the family as per the qualifications that they have.  

Help in getting benefit of Government Schemes 

The Government has announced many schemes for such families, but most of the families are 

not aware of those schemes. The Institution tries to make sure that these families are benefitted from 

such Government schemes and all the necessary help regarding the same is provided to them. The 

families also receive the physical support in the form of ration, clothes, cooking gas, etc. The 

financial help is provided in the form of debt repayment or waiving off the loan if possible. Thus all 

efforts are made so that these families are able to come out of the crisis situation as early as possible. 

By supporting the families of farmers who committed suicide, the Institution is doing its bits in 

fulfilling the social role and setting an example for others to follow. 

Teaching faculty and student’s involvement 

 Teaching faculties from various departments actively take part in this project. Students have 

been allotted families in their respective professional years and they help the institute in maintaining 

regular contact with the families and getting the program running, it’s a great opportunity for the 

students to learn their social responsibility from this program. 

 


